
 

Help	wanted:	
Decorating	the	church	

Would anybody be prepared to help 

with decora�ng our beau�ful church 

on Easter Saturday at 10am in 

prepara�on for Easter Sunday? 

Please speak to Lavinia. 

Baptism	team	

A team of people is also needed to 

support the vicar with bap�sms: 

ge$ng everything ready, giving out 

service sheets, taking the collec�on, 

clearing up a&erwards etc. If you are 

interested please contact Judith 

Fleming on 01482 869631 or 

Judith@mjbfleming.karoo.co.uk 

Hospitality	team	

Beverley Lawrence is looking for 

people to help with hospitality at 

events, serving refreshments etc. If 

you are willing to go on a list of 

people who can be contacted if 

needed please speak to Beverley on 

01482 864466 or 

beverley.lawrence@beverleylawren

ce.karoo.co.uk 

The Pilgrim Rabbit 

Around and about St Mary’s Church 

Keeping you in touch 
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February 2019 

St Mary’s Church is an incredibly busy, vibrant place with lots going on. The Pilgrim Rabbit newsletter was set up on behalf of 

the St Mary’s Development Project with several aims: to keep you informed about the progress of the restoration work; to 

excite you about the heritage of this amazing building; to let you know about the vast range of events and voluntary activities 

with which you may want to get involved; and to ask for your help in many areas.  

Thursday	Coffee	
Please come and join us for coffee 

every Thursday (except in August) 

10:00-11:15 in the Parish Hall. 

You can sit and cha=er or join the 

growing band of those who enjoy 

doing cra&—of course you do not 

have to be an expert with a needle. 

The Thursday Coffee has been 

running since the Parish Hall 

opened in 1994. We have had our 

ups and downs in numbers over the 

years but are on an up at present. 

There is a real buzz with church 

members having coffee before the 

11am. Communion Service and 

visitors to Beverley who see our 

no�ces all joining together in true 

fellowship. 

We would love 

to see you so 

drop in and 

join us. 

 

Soup	and	Natter	
Lavinia’s ‘Soup and Na=er’ sessions 

will con�nue to take place every 

third Thursday at 11.45am a&er the 

communion service un�l Easter. 

A&er Easter these will be replaced 

by a&ernoon tea between 2pm and 

4pm. Timings of a&ernoon tea may 

change to accommodate other 

events so it would be a good idea to 

check with Lavinia first. 

 

Easter	Lilies	Memorial	
Stand	

For many years St Mary's has 

displayed at Easter a stand of lilies in 

memory of loved ones who are no 

longer with us. We are following this 

tradi�on again this year.  

If you would like to remember a 

loved one and have their name 

displayed alongside the flowers 

please give the name, in capital 

le=ers to avoid mis-spelling, and 

your dona�on to :- June Ellio= 

(01482 860907), Penny Ward (01482 

867655) or Margaret Frost (01482 

866688).  

The last date for dona�ons is Palm 

Sunday, 14th April 2019.  



 

However, this 

rabbit is far 

older than Lewis 

Carroll’s book. It 

has been here 

for almost 700 

years. 

The next 

ques�on is “Is it 

a rabbit or a 

hare?” To get 

ideas about carving animals in a 

church the medieval masons would 

consult the 12th century medieval 

bes�ary, a book which gives 

descrip�ons of medieval beasts, both 

real and imaginary, and presents the 

moral code associated with them. The 

hare was believed to represent purity. 

The figure of a single hare carved in a 

church could be a symbol of St Mary, 

of Christ or the Holy Trinity. For a 

hare was believed to modestly back 

up to its mate and put its trust in God 

rather than in lust in order to 

reproduce. A rabbit was considered 

to be far more promiscuous with less 

holy habits than the hare. 

The hare in St Mary’s is dressed as 

though going on a pilgrimage with its 

satchel slung over its shoulder (in 

which to carry papers and 

possessions needed for the journey) 

and a staff with which to scare off 

wild animals.  

At the �me when this hare was 

carved, and Pevsner gives the date 

between 1330-40, Beverley was one 

of the wealthiest towns in the 

country. Its wealth came mainly from 

two sources. The first source was 

pilgrims coming to visit the tomb of St 

John of Beverley in the Minster. The 

Chapter Act Book of St 

John the Evangelist at 

Beverley gives several 

instances of miraculous 

healings taking place at 

the tomb at this �me. 

Pilgrimage was big 

business. Pilgrims had to 

be accommodated, fed 

and watered. In return 

they would put money 

into offertory boxes in 

churches in the hopes of 

Church	Welcomers	
By Derek Fisher 

Fi&y volunteers operate a weekly 

rota covering 11am-3pm every 

Monday to Saturday, with plans to 

add another hour each day next 

summer. Addi�onal people help out 

on special occasions such as 

Heritage Days and open days. These 

include some City of Culture 

volunteers (in their dis�nc�ve blue 

and pink uniforms), some of whom 

have decided to join the St Mary’s 

team! 

Nearly 20,000 visitors came into the 

church last year. Many are tourists. 

Others come in to pray, light a 

candle or just sit quietly. Some may 

be seeking informa�on such as 

arrangements for a family wedding 

or details of past family connec�ons 

with the church. 

Some people come with a range of 

interests, posing ques�ons that may 

be on the architecture, the stained 

glass, the carvings, the memorials, 

the history, the organ, the music. 

Each of us has to be as 

knowledgeable as we can, so we 

have an instruc�on manual covering 

all aspects. 

A brief guide is handed out and two 

books are available on the card stall. 

For the children there are several 

picture guides to follow, and they 

o&en seek out the Alice in 

Wonderland rabbit and the mouse 

carving from the workshop of 

Robert ‘Mouseman’ Thompson. The 

hole in the pew from a war�me 

bullet is also of par�cular interest. 

Many people come from other parts 

of Yorkshire as well as more distant 

parts of the UK. Some are on coach 

trips or day trips from places like 

Scarborough. The ferries to Hull 

bring people from places such as 

Germany, Poland or the 
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Netherlands. Further afield they may 

come from Canada, USA and Australia, 

while some appear from more exo�c 

places like Vietnam, Peru and Russia. 

Occasionally visitors mistake St Mary’s 

for the Minster if they have not 

already been to that end of the town. 

The difference between a cathedral, a 

minster and a parish church o&en 

forms the basis of ques�ons about St 

Mary’s because of its grandeur. Many 

comment on the beauty of the 

workmanship and art of St Mary’s, in 

par�cular the painted ceilings, stained 

glass, gothic stonework, embroidered 

kneelers, memorials and carvings. The 

peacefulness of the church is much 

appreciated as is the way the busy 

building is so well looked-a&er. Some 

express concern about the massive 

task of maintenance. When the music 

group is prac�cing or an organist is 

playing visitors say it adds to their 

lovely experience. Many say they will 

be back. 

There are now plans to boost visitor 

numbers by publicising the 

uniqueness of the 600+  ceiling 

bosses. 

All in all the welcoming of visitors is an 

excep�onally enjoyable, varied and 

rewarding experience, and is 

thoroughly to be recommended. 

The	White	Rabbit?	
By Pamela Hopkins 

The immediate ques�on from many 

visitors coming to St Mary’s for the 

first �me is “Where is the White 

Rabbit?” The answer is 

easy, for all Welcomers 

are aware of this stone 

rabbit on the arch over 

the door to the sacristy. 

Since 1865 a&er the first 

publica�on of Lewis 

Carroll’s ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’ (with 

illustra�ons by John 

Tenniel) the rabbit in St 

Mary’s church has 

become famous. 

Bullet hole 
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increasing their chances of 

achieving a be=er journey in the 

next world. Some�mes pilgrims in 

order to receive repentance from 

their sins might be instructed to go 

on pilgrimage to a specific place and 

receive a blessing from the Chris�an 

church. A journey in northern 

England might be to visit the shrine 

of St Hugh in Lincoln Minster, visit 

the tomb or shrine of St John at 

Beverley and then travel to St 

William’s tomb in York Minster. 

 If the pilgrims were more 

ambi�ous, they might go abroad to– 

Jerusalem, Rome or San�ago de 

Compostela. Several years ago, I 

travelled (by coach) on a week’s 

pilgrimage to San�ago. Along the 

route from southern France and 

along the north coast of Spain I met 

several pilgrims all wearing satchels 

(similar to that worn by our 

‘rabbit’ in St Mary’s church – 

although in some cases the 

satchel had become a 

rucksack), carrying a tall 

staff and wearing a 

broad hat to ward off the 

heat of the sun. In 

San�ago, on the feast 

day of St James the 

Great (who it was 

believed was buried 

here) the town was 

filled with pilgrims 

from various parts of 

Europe. I spoke to a 

couple of young men 

and asked where they had travelled 

from.  They told me that they had 

cycled along the Camino, (the road 

to San�ago) from Bruges. 

The second source of Beverley’s 

wealth was the wool trade. In the 

1330s several wool merchants from 

Beverley maintained European 

bases and were resident in Bruges. 

It is believed that the final extension 

to St Mary’s church, St Michael’s 

chapel with the priest rooms above, 

was paid for by these merchants. At 

the end of the previous century the 

chapel of Holy Trinity, with the crypt 

beneath, had been constructed, 

extending across part of the north 

choir aisle. To allow entry to St 

Michael the sacristy was built with 

its handsome doorway and 

beau�fully flamboyant windows. On 

the hood mould, over the door are 

the two carvings which represent 

Beverley’s wealth – the pilgrim hare 

and the head of a sheep.  

The scallop shell was the symbol of 

St James and pilgrims having visited 

a holy site would o&en have a badge 

to show that they had been there. 

There is no such badge on the 

carving of the hare in St Mary’s. 

Maybe this hare was simply a 

representa�on of pilgrimage 

generally. Perhaps these merchants 

from Bruges knew that from 

Beverley pilgrims would take a boat 

to Hull, cross the North Sea to 

Amsterdam and so travel down to 

Bruges and from there set of on the 

Camino to San�ago. 

In 1349 the Black Death swept 

across Europe and by the summer 

had reached Beverley where it is 

believed that over a third of the 

popula�on died.  Fear of 

disease and war caused 

pilgrimage to cease. 30 years 

later Beverley had recovered 

and at a Poll Tax of 1377 it was 

shown to be the 10th largest 

town in the country (a&er 

London) with a popula�on 

of approximately 5,000. 

However, by the end of 

the century the height 

of the wool trade had 

moved to the west of 

England and Beverley’s wealth 

began to decline.  

It wasn’t un�l the late 19th century 

that a revival of pilgrimage began in 

Beverley when Lewis Carroll’s book 

was first published. The story is that 

Lewis Carroll came to Beverley, saw 

the ‘white rabbit’ in St Mary’s church 

and instructed his illustrator John 

Tenniel to copy this carving to 

illustrate  the White Rabbit and the 

March Hare. 

Once again strangers travel to 

Beverley on a quest. To see the 

White Rabbit in St Mary’s church. 

A	personal	view	of	St	
Mary’s		history	
By David Warren 

In the eight short years that I have been 

coming to St Mary’s I have been 

fascinated with the history of our 

beau�ful church. When I was elected to 

be a Churchwarden five years ago I felt 

compelled to inves�gate this amazing 

building further. 

I re-read my architectural books, 

listened to historians Pam Hopkins, 

Barbara English and David Bostwick as 

well as architects and master masons. 

O&en more ques�ons were raised than 

answered! 

I was fortunately able to buy a reprint of 

Sir Stephen Glynne’s book ‘The Yorkshire 

Church Notes’. He visited St Mary’s on 

12 April 1825. The �ming of his visit was 

important as it was before the major 

19th century restora�on work had 

begun. He thought very highly of St 

Mary’s as this quote shows: “In all parts 

this valuable church is curious and 

perhaps displays as much variety in its 

architecture as any church in the North.” 

In another part he addresses a ques�on I 

have o&en asked. Between the arches in 

the nave there is panel work formed 

with quatrefoils of a very fine quality but 

at the west end the finish lacks both 

design and skill. Glynne comments on 

this: “… which never seems to have been 

finished”. I wonder why? Will we ever 

find out the reason for this? 

In another book, ‘Yorkshire Architectural 

Society’, an ar�cle by Charles Brereton 

gives an intriguing comment, “that casts 

of carved heads in the church were 

applied for when Barry was building the 

House of Lords”. Another quote, 

“Innumerable casts have been taken 

from the decora&ve sculptures of St 

Mary’s Church … principally for the 

enrichment of the new Houses of 

Parliament for Mr Pugin”. 

What an outstandingly beau�ful church 

we have, with such a rich history. I hope 

these few examples show some of the 

intriguing facts that can be found. 

A variety of quatrefoil designs 



 

Forthcoming	events	
Thurs 4 April, 7.30-9.30pm. 

New Paths Music: Inspira�ons 

Tickets £13 

Fri 5 April, 2.30-3.30pm. 

New Paths Music: Mee�ng Franz 

(Church Hall) Free—just turn up. 

Fri 5 April, 7.30-9.30pm. 

New Paths Music: Notes from Afar 

Tickets £13 

Sat 6 April, 11am-12.15pm. 

New Paths Music: A Golden Era on 

Prince Consort Road (coffee concert) 

Tickets £9 

Sun 7 April, 9.45-10.45am 

New Paths Fes�val ar�sts will join the 

choir and congrega�on for Morning 

Worship. 

Sun 7 April, 3-3.30pm. 

New Paths Music: Eternal Source 

Free—just turn up.  

Sun 7 April, 6-7pm. 

New Paths Music: Clara’s World 

Tickets £13. 

Visit www.newpathsmusic.com for 

more informa�on on all events and 

how to book �ckets.  

 

April 19th (Good Friday) 7pm. 

Beverley Chamber Choir will be 

performing Handel’s Messiah (with 

orchestra). Tickets cost £17.50 

(reserved), £12.50 (unreserved) or £5 

for students and are available from 

Tourist Informa�on in the Treasure 

House, online at 

www.beverleychamberchoir.org or 

on the door from 6.15pm.  

 

We	want	to	hear	from	you	

This newsle%er is by you and for you. Please contact us using 

the email: 

stmarysbevnews@gmail.com 

The current aim is to publish this newsle%er approximately 

every two months. The deadline for items to be included will be 

two weeks before the date of the edi0on.  

St Mary’s Church, North Bar Within, Beverley, HU17 8DL. Tel: 01482 869137 

Church	Lads’	&	Church	
Girls’	Brigade	
By Tony Wood 

The Christmas period was a busy �me 

for the Company with special 

ac�vi�es for each of the four 

Sec�ons. 

The Band played at the ‘Switching on’ 

of the Town’s Christmas lights and on 

the day of the ‘Fes�val of Christmas’.  

They entertained residents at a Care 

Home and played at Hull Royal 

Infirmary to help raise money for a 

project at the hospital. Finally, they 

played at the Chris�ngle Services at 

St. Mary’s Church, which were 

a=ended by many people. 

The major refurbishment of their 

headquarters mee�ng place, 13 

George Street, began in November 

last year. During the refurbishment 

period, the four Sec�ons of the 

Company are mee�ng at various 

venues in the town: the Seniors and 

JTC inn St. Nicholas Church Hall; the Y

-Team at St. John’s Ambulance 

Headquarters; the Mar�ns at the 

Kings Church Hall; the Band at St. 

Mary’s Primary School. Thanks to the 

pa�ence and endeavour of their 

Leaders, all Sec�ons con�nue to 

prosper. They await with excitement, 

of course, the re-opening of their 

own headquarters building in the 

summer. 

The refurbishment is going well.  

There is always that anxiety of hidden 

problems when refurbishing an old 

building such as this old 3-storey 

Victorian warehouse, but the trustees 

commissioned several extensive 

Structural Engineers’ inspec�ons 
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 The deadline for the next issue is April 15th. 

If you prefer to provide your informa0on in 

wri%en format please give these to Fiona 

Jenkinson in the church choir at the 9.45am or 

6.30pm services, or to any of the other choir 

members who will pass them on.  

which all indicated that the walls 

were of good, strong, solid 

construc�on, thus encouraging all 

par�es to feel confident that any 

hidden problems would be of a minor 

nature.  This has proved to be the 

case. 

The cost of the work, including VAT, 

is £400,000. It is as a result of the 

generosity of past and present 

benefactors, members of St. Mary’s 

Church, dona�ons from a number of 

other Town organisa�ons, plus a 

splendid £25,000 grant from the East 

Riding of Yorkshire Council, that we 

are well on the way to reaching our 

target. We are about £25,000 short 

at this moment. Clearly, there is a 

need for further monies, but it has 

been heartening for the Company 

that such a large sum of money has 

been raised thus far, for which the 

members are most grateful. 

The Sec�ons are already excited and 

making plans for returning to their 

‘home’ at George Street. Meanwhile, 

they con�nue to enjoy their ac�vi�es 

together, developing their 

personali�es and growing into 

responsible young adults. Some 

Seniors helped to serve coffee a&er 

the 9.45 am service recently – and 

they and others are wishing to do 

this again. 

When the refurbishment is 

completed, there are plans for ‘open’ 

occasions providing opportuni�es for 

all to come along and see the results 

of the refurbishment – occasions at 

which the Company can express their 

apprecia�on for the support 

received. 


