The Pilgrim Rabbit
Around and about St Mary’s Church
Keeping you in touch

December 2019

St Mary’s Church is an incredibly busy, vibrant place with lots going on. The Pilgrim Rabbit newsletter was set up on behalf of
the St Mary’s Development Project with several aims: to keep you informed about the progress of the restoration work; to
excite you about the heritage of this amazing building; to let you know about the vast range of events and voluntary activities
with which you may want to get involved; and to ask for your help in many areas.

The gift of Christmas

Thursday Coffee

By Becky

Please come and join us for coﬀee
every Thursday 10:00-11:15 in the
Parish Hall.

The prac ce of sharing gis on 25th
December goes way back, before the
me of Jesus, when the ancient
Romans would exchange presents
during a winter sols ce holiday called
Saturnalia. Of course, the prac ce
gained a new meaning and signiﬁcance
when Chris ans recognised that date as
the birth of Jesus. The exchanging of
gis echoed the gis brought by the
wise men to Jesus and brought with
them the deep signiﬁcance that comes
with gold, frankincense and myrrh.
For many of us the giving of gis at
Christmas is one of the many things we
worry about: Will we get the right gi?
Can we aﬀord it? What if it is the wrong
size? And yet for many these li/le gis
are only used and remembered for a
short amount of me.
Some gis do however gain a greater
signiﬁcance; Germans’ sausage and the
Bri sh chocolates were shared over a

truce on the Western Front in 1914.
In this scenario, it is of course what
the gi really represents; the
recogni on of each other’s humanity
and the temporary cessa on of
hos lity. In situa ons like this gis
have the power to change
rela onships.
Jesus was God’s gi to the world. In
Jesus, God gave of himself. He made
himself vulnerable and changed his
rela onship with us and with the
world. This was a gi of grace, hope
and love. This was the greatest gi
of all.
We live in a me and place where
many people live comfortable lives
yet others feel isolated and lonely. I
wonder if we can rethink the gis
we give this Christmas so that others
might come to see an echo of the
kindness and grace we receive
through God’s gi of Christ?

You can sit and cha/er or join the
growing band of those who enjoy
doing cra—of course you do not
have to be an expert with a needle.
We would love to see you so drop
in and join us.

Soup and natter
Lavinia’s soup and na/er sessions
are returning for the chilly winter
months. These will be at 11.45am
(aer the communion service)
every third Thursday.
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Some historical
observations
By John Duncan
1. The font drain

of the brick/stone plinth and at nave
ﬂoor level, a stone channel went to
the west wall. At this point it met a
hole in the wall approximately 6” x 3”
which went through the wall.

Following Professor English’s
enjoyable ar cles on St Mary’s font I
would like to add a few
observa ons.
In the pre Reforma on period at
least, bap sm water was le in a
church’s font for a full year and was
renewed only at Easter. Importantly
the old water had to be disposed of
carefully onto consecrated ground. I
suspect that in most cases the
water, it would not have been a
great amount, was allowed to drain
from the font into a soak-away and
into the church’s founda ons. This
method was possibly the easiest and
preferred way with the early barrel
fonts and the later pedestal type
fonts and especially so when a font
is placed centrally at the West end
of the nave and therefore some
distance from an outside wall. Fonts
are very rarely moved so
archaeological evidence as to how
the bap sm water is disposed of is
scarce. However the recent
reposi oning of St Mary’s font,
while not supplying answers in the
above cases, did show an alterna ve
and more eﬀec ve means of
drainage was possible when a font
was posi oned near to an outside
wall.
Prior to its removal in early 2018 the
font was in the north-west corner of
the nave about six or seven feet
from the West wall. This was
possibly not its original 16th century
posi on although it was here in the
1820s. Unlike at its new posi on the
base of the font’s pedestal was not
siLng directly on the nave ﬂoor but
appeared to be elevated on two
octagonal steps which reﬂected the
shape of the font. Once the steps
had been taken away it could be
seen that the pedestal was on a
plinth consis ng of two courses of
bricks and a stone or concrete slab
raising the pedestal’s base to the
top of the steps. From the west side

Font plinth and hole in the wall

On the outside of the wall the hole
was closed with a metal grills at
ground level. This arrangement
allowed the water that drained from
the font to soak into the consecrated
soil of the graveyard. The external
opening in the wall is s ll there, now
sealed with a plas c pipe and is part
of the underﬂoor ven la on for the
new toilets.

Metal grille in the west wall

The only other church where I have
seen this is at St Michael’s in Garton
on the Wolds, where the font is
placed close to the South door and
wall. However this is rela vely
modern. This part of the church was
restored for Sir Ta/on Sykes in the

mid 19th century and the font dates
from 1879.
2. Changing the New Year
Professor English also refers to the
confusion that can be caused by the
change in 1752 of moving the start of
the year from March 25th (Lady Day
and the Feast of the Annuncia on) to
January 1st.. A good example of this
uncertainty, even for the people of
the me can be found in St Mary’s
South transept. On the east wall there
is a marble memorial slab recording
the death of Ralph Warton. ‘He was
born on the 13th day of July ……. and
died on the 22d of March in the year
of our Lord 1708/9’ (only one church
visitor has ever men oned this
seemingly anomaly while I’ve been
Church Watching). If Ralph Warton
had lived three more days there
would have been no uncertainty as to
his year of death, it would have been
1709 by both the old and new
understanding of the start of the new
year.

There is also something else to be
aware of: at this period, which was
seeing the start of the Industrial
Revolu on, there was a very pressing
need to synchronise dates with
astronomical events like the vernal
equinox and the winter sols ce. To
keep in step with the sun meant that
eleven days had to be dropped or lost
and the Gregorian Calendar adopted
by Britain and its colonies. Many
other countries had already changed
from the ancient Julian calendar
much earlier. It must have been a
momentous and confusing me for
many as Wednesday 2nd September
1752 was followed by Thursday 14th
and the new New Year’s Day was now
oﬃcially 1st January 1753. So by our
understanding poor Ralph would
seemingly have died eleven days later
on 2nd April, not that he would have
lived any longer.
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Exploring St Mary’s ceiling
The next me you come into St
Mary’s, you will be able to explore
the church’s magniﬁcent ceiling with
new clarity.
As part of the Na onal Lo/ery
Heritage Funded ‘Curious Carvings’
project, St Mary’s now has a
telescope and binoculars available to
help visitors to view the 625 Tudor
roof bosses.

said: “It is quite unusual to see a
telescope set up in any church, and it
has been fantas(c to see that the
majority of visitors do head over to
inves(gate the telescope, and then
use it to explore the ceiling.”
In addi on to the telescope, visitors
are welcome to borrow a pair of
binoculars. These can be carried
around the church and used to
explore any number of the
fascina ng heritage items that St
Mary’s possesses. Visitors are
especially encouraged to lie down
on pews when using the binoculars this is a far more comfortable way of
viewing the ceiling!

This boss depicts a fox preaching to
a gaggle of geese. This is Reynard
the Fox, a devious and conniving
character who ﬁrst appeared in
European folklore in the twelh
century. In every tale of Reynard,
the fox is trying to trick his fellow
animals, and oen tricking into
being eaten by him!

The binoculars and telescope are
free to use whenever the church is
open to the public.

A fundamental part of the ‘Curious
Carvings’ project is to provide new
ways for all users of the church to
engage with and understand St
Mary’s heritage. When it comes to
the roof bosses in par cular, a
consistent problem has been
accessing these items. As explained
by St Mary’s Heritage Learning
Oﬃcer, Jennie England:
“Because the bosses are set high into
the ceiling, many new visitors to St
Mary’s do not no(ce them, and even
when people are aware of the bosses,
it is impossible to view the bosses
clearly and comfortably with the
naked eye.”
The new resources directly address
these problems. The telescope is set
up in the nave Monday to Saturday,
and can be easily adjusted to point to
any part of the church’s ceiling. It is
even possible to take a photo through
the telescope to capture images of
the bosses, as shown in the picture.
The presence of the telescope has
had an immediate eﬀect on how
visitors interact with St Mary’s. Jennie

Be sure to come down to St Mary’s
during the Beverley Fes val of
Christmas on Sunday 8th December
to explore the bosses in the ceiling
and also to take part in other related
ac vi es at the church, including a
Bosses Trail for children.

Medieval images of Reynard
preaching can be found in mul ple
media, including manuscripts,
misericords, stained glass, and roof
bosses. See the second and third
images shon here for two of my
favourites.
In St Mary’s Reynard boss, it
appears that the fox has already
successfully ensnared his ﬁrst
vic m: the rooster res ng on
Reynard’s back is either already
captured, or is about to be.

Featured boss
By Jennie England
You may have seen on the St Mary’s
Church website that we have been
regularly featuring some of the
fascina ng medieval bosses that are
the subject of our restora on
project.
We will feature one or two of the
bosses in the Pilgrim Rabbit for
those who may not have seen the
website version.
This me we have selected a boss
that can be found in the choir vestry
adjacent to the north aisle.

Stories about Reynard were typically
sa rical, but the tale depicted in this
boss clearly contains a strong
warning about the dangers of false
preaching. It is not hard to imagine
that when St Mary’s bosses were
being made, on the eve of the
Protestant Reforma on in England,
those craing these items were
acutely aware of the diﬀerent and
dangerous ideas that were
beginning to circulate.
Fun Fact
Because of the popularity of stories
about Reynard, “renard” became
the standard French word for “fox”,
replacing the old word “goupil”.
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We want to hear from you
This newsleer is by you and for you. Please contact us using
the email:
stmarysbevnews@gmail.com
We aim to publish this newsleer approximately every two
months. The deadline for items to be included will be two
weeks before the date of the edi%on.

The deadline for the next issue is January 1st
If you prefer to provide your informa%on in
wrien format please give these to Fiona
Jenkinson in the church choir at the 9.45am or
6.30pm services, or to any of the other choir
members who will pass them on.

Flower arranging

Wrestler boss: Stop press!

Forthcoming events

Flowers are a very important part of
the church, brightening up services
and special events. The ﬂower
arranging in St Mary’s is expertly
organised by Lavinia Raynor.
According to Lavinia there are
currently ﬁve people involved, mainly
members of the congrega on who
are interested, but they always need
more volunteers to help. Extra people
are par cularly needed at busy mes
of year like Christmas when the
demand for ﬂower décor is much
greater.

By Colin Bradshaw

Sat 14 December, 7.30pm: Carols by
Candlelight. Beverley Chamber
Choir. Tickets £12.50 reserved seats,
£10 unreserved. Available from
Tourist Informa on, Beverley or via
www.beverleychamberchoir.org

Arranging can be done either
independently or as part of a social
group, and there are rotas to cover
diﬀerent parts of the church. Some
people have a par cular preference
for doing the arrangement for certain
mes of the year, such as
Temperance Sunday, for example.
The colours are generally seasonal
and the style of arrangement
depends on whether it is for a
service, wedding or funeral. Although
any members of the group can do
service arrangements, those for
special events are usually done by
Lavinia herself. Lavinia also does
demonstra ons at local re rement
homes and Women’s Fellowship
groups etc.

There are TWO wrestler bosses not
one! The second boss was spo/ed by
a member of a history group visi ng
St Mary’s church as part of the
Walking Fes val. Shortly aerwards a
member of St Mary’s congrega on,
photographing the bosses also
spo/ed it.
Below you can see photos of both
bosses. You will see that the second
depicts two wrestlers very similar to
those on the ﬁrst boss. Only the
angles of the head and the
background show marked diﬀerences.

Sat 21 December, from 10am to
1pm: Drop in for Mince Pies and
Carols (the choir starts at 11am). A
very relaxed event, always a lot of
fun.
Please join us to celebrate Christmas
at any of our services:
22 Dec, 11.15am: Family Na%vity in
the church hall. Children (and adults)
welcome to dress as shepherds and
angels.
22 Dec, 4pm: A Quiet Christmas
Service. For those who don’t feel
like celebra ng this Christmas.
22 Dec, 7.30pm: The Christmas
Praise Service (with mulled wine)

First Wrestler boss

24 Dec, 2pm: Chris%ngle Service. A
magical service for children.
24 Dec, 3.30pm. Second Chris%ngle
Service.

If you are interested in joining the
ﬂower arranging team please speak
to Lavinia or ask within the church.

24 Dec, 11:30pm Midnight
Communion. A beau ful service to
celebrate the coming of Jesus and
the beginning of Christmas.

Something else to see:
The next Beverley Sand Sculpture
Trail will be in the garden at St
Mary’s (Hengate side) in me for the
ChrIstmas fes vi es.

Thurs 19 December, 7.30pm: Nine
Lessons and Carols by Candlelight.
All are invited to this tradi onal
event.

25 Dec, 8am: Christmas Holy
Communion

Second Wrestler boss

St Mary’s Church, North Bar Within, Beverley, HU17 8DL. Tel: 01482 869137

25 Dec, 10am: Christmas
Celebra%on with Communion
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