The Lion, the Unicorn and Me
A retelling of Jeanette Winterson’s Nativity Story

T

he Lion, the Unicorn and Me
Welcome to a lovely retelling of the
Christmas story written by Jeanette
Winterson. The story is told by actors
filmed in St Mary’s Church, Beverley and
we hope it helps you connect with the
Christmas story.
We have divided the story into the
following scenes:

Scene 1. Welcome
Scene 2. Making the choice
Scene 3. Making the journey
Scene 4. Making room
Scene 5. Making a commotion
Scene 6. Making anew
Scene 7. Making sense
Scene 8. Making an exit
Scene 9. The greatest story
The films can be accessed by scanning the codes around
church or visiting our website:
https://stmarysbeverley.org

T

hings for you to think about and do
Here are some things you might like to think about
and do
as you explore the story:
Scene 2. Making the choice
Who would you have chosen to carry Mary?
Which character do you like best and why?
Pretend to be your favourite animal from the story.
What do you think the donkey means when he says ‘Well,
if he is to bear the burdens of the world, he had better be
carried by me”?

Scene 3. Making the journey
What did you like about the description of Bethlehem?
How do you think Mary and Jospeh felt when they saw how
busy it was?
Katy drew the picture of Bethlehem (see page 8) and it
looks a bit like a ‘Where’s Wally?’ picture. Draw your own
chaotic picture of Bethlehem

Scene 4. Making room
‘The sheep who loved their shepherds
had been lying quietly in the frostfilled fields when a creature bright as
hope and fast as chance had defrosted the ground where he stood,
and told of a birth to come.’
The sheep were waiting in hopeful expectation. What
does it feel like when we have to wait?
Make your own sheep and melting snow scene
Scene 5. Making a commotion
‘There was a great commotion, and
three camels, jewelled and brushed,
stood steaming in the yard. At a
word, the camels bent and kneeled,
and the kings who rode them each
unpacked a precious box of great
value.”
Find out what precious gifts
were brought to Jesus and
what those gifts meant.
Scene 6. Making anew
‘And I looked up and saw the angels’ feet pushed through the
sagging roof, and their bodies taut on the ridge-line,
heralding the beginning of something…’
Make your own angel decoration
A new beginning can bring hope. When has a new
beginning brought change which was good for you

Scene 7. Making sense
‘The truth is that when the angel’s foot had rested on my
muzzle as I brayed, my muzzle had turned as gold as a
trumpet that proclaims another world.’
The Christmas story is all about heaven meeting earth
and God being close. Why is that important?
Make your own donkey decoration with a golden nose
Scene 8. Making an exit
‘We didn’t wait for Herod. We set out for Egypt, not telling
anyone where we had gone, and I carried Mary and her baby,
many days and nights into safety.’
Mary and Joseph had to flee into Egypt. What do you
think that felt like?
How can we help those who find themselves living in
our country after fleeing from danger?
Scene 9. The greatest story
How is Jeanette Winterson’s story different from the
story found in the Bible (see below)?

T

he Story of Jesus’ Birth - Luke 2
So Joseph left Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, and went to the town of
Bethlehem in Judea, known as the town
of David. Joseph went there because he
was from the family of David. Joseph
registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was now pregnant.

While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to
have the baby, and she gave birth to her first son. Because
there were no rooms left in the inn, she wrapped the baby
with pieces of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough.
That night, some shepherds were in the fields nearby
watching their sheep. Then an angel of the Lord stood before
them. The glory of the Lord was shining around them, and
they became very frightened. The angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid. I am bringing you good news that will be a great
joy to all the people. Today your Saviour was born in the
town of David. He is Christ, the Lord. This is how you will
know him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of cloth
and lying in a feeding box.”
Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the
first angel, praising God and saying:
“Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be
peace among the people who please God.”
When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the
shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see
this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us
about.”
So the shepherds went quickly and found Mary and
Joseph and the baby, who was lying in a feeding trough.
When they had seen him, they told what the angels had said
about this child. Everyone was amazed at what the shepherds
said to them. But Mary treasured these things and continued
to think about them. Then the shepherds went back to their
sheep, praising God and thanking him for everything they
had seen and heard.
It had been just as the angel had told them.
What does the Bible story mean for you?

Can you find….?
Tick off the following things as you find them
On the Bethlehem picture (please turn over)
A man sleeping in a tree
A donkey
Men in pots
A man sliding down a wire
A baby in her mother’s arms
A lion
A unicorn

Bee hives
2 birds
A shepherd
A trampoline
A cat
3 men falling
Someone cooking

In church

Angel

Lion

Donkey

Unicorn

With thanks to Jeanette Winterson who allows the material on her
website to be reproduced free of charge in any format or medium,
provided it is used for non-commercial, informational purposes only.
This is subject to the material being reproduced accurately and not used
in a misleading context. http://www.jeanettewinterson.com
With thanks to the actors and director Katherine Marriott and actors
Gordon Meredith, Richard Avery, Caroline Coath. Our artist Katy Cobb.
The team who made it happen: Margaret Hairsine and Jill Edmond and
our sponsors:

